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maidens were clad in home-spun skirts of dark blue bordered
with scarlet, and white breast-cloths barred with chocolate and
red, also of home manufacture. They wore silver or coral chains
round their necks, and orchid blossoms stuck coquettishly in
the long hollow, truncated, silver cones which most of them
wore through the lobe of the ear. The girls loved flowers, and
the young men would rise before dawn and go far into the woods
to seek the graceful sprays of white, lilac, or orange-coloured
orchid bloom, which was the favourite adornment of their
sweethearts.

Each party was in charge of one or two elders of their people;
but there were undoubtedly many more young folk than old
at the gathering. The girls of each party kept together as they
marched, and laughed gaily as they came within sight of the
glories of the fair.

Each party on arrival deposited their baskets under some
convenient tree, where they intended to take up their abode
during the festival; and then proceeded at once to make
obeisance before the great image of Gautama in the shrine.

Afterwards came a stroll among the shops.   There are no
shops in the hills, and the Bengali traders drove a roaring trade,
Great was the demand for yellow candles and crackers for the
night season, when the fun grew fast and furious.   Red thread,
strings of beads, cheap fiddles, snowy muslins, and gay ker-
chiefs, aE found a ready sale.   A peep-show with views of
JDelhi and Calcutta afforded infinite delight; while an ottrang- '
tatang from the Str&its, In a cage, who was exhibited as a wilcti
man of the woods, proved a great commercial success.

Sometimes a purchase would be negotiated requiring a. certain
discretion and reserve, when the presence of " those impudent
lads " was eluded or openly deprecated. Long meshes of black
or dark brown hair could be obtained by those whose locks were
Scanty, and were worn plaited along with the natural hair to
^ augment its quantity. Those who could not afford hair bought
tMck strands of plaited silk or black mohair for a similar pur-
; jx)$e. The wearing of artificial hair seems a well-nigh universal
:ti$tonL The Chinese lengthen their pig-tails in this manner,
while on the borders of Tibet the custom prevails among both
daea and women. 1 remember once hearing the remark made